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CASE,  &c. 


I T appears  to  have  been  the  principal  endeavour  of  our 
fore-fathers,  when  any  cafe  of  mal-formation  in  the 
external  organs  of  generation  occurred,  to  rank  the  un- 
fortunate patient  as  one  of  a peculiar  clafs  of  beings, 
defcribed  by  different  authors  under  the  title  of  herma- 
phrodites. 

By  the  term  hermaphrodite  is  properly  underftood  an 
animal  that  has  both  the  male  and  female  organs  equally 
and  perfectly  formed.  But  among  the  various  LufusNaturce , 
there  is  no  reafon  to  believe,  that  Rich  a cafe  ever  had 
exiftence  in  the  human  fubject.  The  fadt  appears  to  be 
briefly  this,  that  almoft  every  perfon  with  a preternatural 
formation  of  the  external  organs  of  generation,  whether 
the  fubjedt  was  male  or  female,  has  been  diftinguifhed  by 
this  title. 


A 2 


Before 


( + ) 

Before  the  art  of  furgery  was  cultivated  by  men  of  fci- 
ence,  and  conddered  as  a branch  of  philofophy  in  this 
country- — when  few  furgeons  were  capable  of  performing 
operations  but  under  the  direction  of  phydcians — when, 
in  defedt  of  real  knowledge,  practitioners  fought  to 
bring  themfelves  into  notice,  by  rendering  every  thing  as 
myfterious  and  marvellous  as  poffible,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered, that  we  find  attempts  made  to  edablifh  dodtrines 
which  had  no  foundation  in  truth,  and  only  exifted  in  the 
wild  and  extravagant  imaginations  of  thofe  who  fuggeded 
them. 

In  the  early  ftages  of  our  profefTion,  the  forming  of 
new  theories  and  edablifhing  of  fyftems  feem  to  have  en- 
groffed  attention  more  than  the  art  of  curing  difeafes. 
Probably  nothing  deferves  to  be  treated  with  greater  con- 
tempt than  what  has  been  given  us  concerning  thofe  called 
hermaphrodites.  Almod  every  kind  of  mal-formation  has 
been  attempted  to  be  claffed  under  this  defcription;  but 
that  this  term  has  been  applied  to  the  human  fubjedt 
without  a clear  didindtion,  or  without  any  jud  or  demon- 
drable  grounds,  there  is  every  reafon  to  conclude. 

I believe  the  time  is  not  long  pad  when  the  patient 
who  furnifhed  the  prefent  cafe,  would  have  been  ranked 
under  the  defcription  of  an  hermaphrodite;  and  havingbeen 
claffed  according  to  the  mod  prevailing  opinion,  his  im- 
perfection would,  mod  likely,  have  been  buffered  to  re- 
main, without  any  attempt  to  refcue  him  from  fo 
unfortunate  a date. 

Without 
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Without  entering  into  a difquifition  on  the  fubjedt  of 
fuppofed  hermaphrodites,  I fhall  beg  leave  to  obferve, 
that  it  is  certainly  poffible  (and  I have  feen  a cafe  of  this 
kind)  that  fuch  a mal-formation,  or  rather  defedt  of  the 
parts,  may  exift,  that  no  operation  can  give  the  patient  a 
claim  to  be  ranked  either  as  a male  or  female. 

The  late  Dr.  Hunter,  Frofeffor  of  Anatomy,  fhewed  a 
cafe  in  point,  at  his  Anatomical  Theatre,  in  feveral  of  the 
courfes  of  anatomy,  when  I was  his  pupil.  The  fore  parts 
of  the  unhappy  objedt  were  entirely  wanting.  Even  the 
bladder  was  not  entire.  It  had  the  appearance  as  if  the 
external  parts  of  generation  and  the  anterior  part  of  the 
bladder  had  been  cut  off.  Confequently  the  inilde  of 
the  pofterior  part  of  the  bladder  being  in  view,  the  ure- 
ters were  feen  opening  into  it,  and  conveying  the  urine 
from  the  kidnies  by  a perpetual  dribbling.  On  this  ac- 
count, the  patient,  having  no  receptacle  for  this  fecretion, 
had  a conftant  evacuation  of  urine,  and,  although  there 
were  no  external  parts  that  had  the  leaf!  refemblance  to 
either  the  male  or  female  organs,  yet  this  unhappy  objedt 
was  vulgarly  called  an  hermaphrodite. 

The  prefent  cafe  is  of  a patient  who  had  fo  much  the 
external  appearance  of  a female,  that  the  parents  never 
entertained  an  idea  to  the  contrary,  and  the  child  was 
baptifed  as  a female,  and  brought  up  and  educated  under 
that  belief  till  feven  years  of  age.  In  September  1779, 
Dr.  Armftrong,  Phylician  to  the  Infant  Difpenfary  in  Soho 
Square,  was  confulted  on  account  of  fome  complaint  near 
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the  groin,  which  he  fufpe&ed  to  be  a rupture,  and  he  lent 
the  patient  for  my  opinion.  There  was  no  rupture,  but 
there  was  an  irregularity  in  the  form  of  the  external  parts, 
which  induced  me  to  examine  them  with  attention.  At 
firfh  the  cafe  feemed  to  be  the  female  organs  with  an  imper- 
forated hymen.  This,  it  is  well  known,  is  not  a very 
uncommon  mal-formation  ; and,  what  at  firft  gave  fome 
reafon  for  this  opinion,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  was,  that  the 
fkin  over  that  part  where  the  hymen  is  naturally  fituated, 
was  extremely  thin  and  vafcular,  and  it  difcharged  a thin 
mucus. 

But  after  particular  examination,  I found  that  the  part, 
which  had  the  appearance  of  the  labia  pudendi , was,  in 
facft,  the  fcrotum,  more  particularly  divided  by  its  feptum. 
On  each  fide  I found  the  teftes.  The  corpus  perils 
was  buried  and  hid  under  the  integuments,  and  bound 
down  fo  tight,  by  its  froenum,  that  it  put  on  very  much 
the  appearance  of  a clitoris. 

If,  as  I have  once  feen  in  a patient  of  thirty  years  of 
age,  the  teftes  on  neither  fide  had  come  down  into  the 
fcrotum,  this  cafe  would,  molt  probably,  have  Bill  re- 
mained in  obfcurity:  but  the  teftes,  though  fmall,  and 
difcovered  with  difficulty,  confirmed  the  child  to  be  a 
male.  ' .2 

I invited  the  late  Dr.  Hunter,  his  brother  Mr.  John 
Hunter,  Dr.  Ofborn,  and  Dr.  Denman  to  fee  the  cafe. 
I propofed  an  operation  to  free  the  penis  from  its  con- 
finement, 
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finement,  which  Mr,  Hunter  approved  of,  and  I performed 
it  before  him. 

This  operation  was  neceffary,  becaufe  the  child  could 
not  make  water  but  in  a fitting  podure,  but  afterwards 
he  performed  this  function  like  any  other  boy.  It  con- 
fided of  a longitudinal  incifion  on  each  fide  of  the  penis, 
as  clofe  to  the  os  pubis  as  I could  fafely  go.  It  was  alfo 
neceffary  to  divide  the  frcenum,  which  bound  the  glans 
down  as  I have  already  defcribed.  After  I had  divided 
the  fkin  as  low  as  I could,  I made  a ditch  on  each  dde, 
in  the  angle  of  each  incidon,  for  the  purpofe  of  producing 
as  much  length  to  the  part  as  I was  able.  The  cafe, 
during  cure,  went  on  very  favourably,  and  after  tbe  parts 
were  perfectly  healed,  the  child  could  make  water  in  an 
ere<5t  podure. 

I fhall  not  trouble  the  reader  with  the  furprife  into 
which  the  parents  were  thrown  when  I drd  told  them 
their  child  was  not  a girl,  as  they  had  fuppofed,  but  a boy. 

Before  the  operation  was  performed,  Mr.  Bell,  at  Mr# 
Hunter’s,  made  a drawing  of  the  parts  in  their  original 
date.  (Vid.  plate  I.)  They  are  turned  up  a little,  and  the 
fkin  which  covered  the  glans  penis  (fuppofed  to  be  the 
clitoris)  is  drawn  back  in  order  to  bring  that  part  into 
view.  Without  this,  the  external  parts,  left  to  them- 
felves,  would  have  had  almod  the  precife  appearance  of 
the  labia  pudendi. 


In 


{ 8 ) 

In  the  fecond  plate  is  given  a view  of  the  parts,  taken 
alfo  by  Mr.  Bell,  after  the  operation.  The  cicatrices  of 
the  incilions  on  each  fide  are  feen,  and  the  corpus  penis 
with  its  acquired  length  is  brought  to  view. 

The  third  plate  is  a view  of  the  parts  of  the  fame  child 
taken  fome  time  after  the  cure  had  been  performed,  when 
he  was  attacked  with  the  hydrocele,  a difeafe  which  could 
only  exift  in  a male;  and,  but  for  this  circumftance,  it 
has  no  immediate  relation  to  the  original  diforder.  As  a 
view  of  the  hydrocele,  it  is  perhaps  more  corredly  drawn 
than  fome  that  have  been  publifhed. 

Considered  as  a Lufus  Natures^  this  cafe  may  be  ranked 
as  extraordinary.  As  an  anatomical  fa£t  it  has  been 
thought  fufficiently  interefling  for  me  to  publifh  it,  and  it 
is  eafy  to  believe,  that  if  the  fame  kind  of  mal-formation 
Should  ever  happen  to  a child  of  rank,  it  might  prove  an 
interefting  and  important  cafe.  - 
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